WHAT IS A SWALE?

A swale is the depressed and often wet grassy
area that stretches from the edge of the sidewalk
in front of homes (or property line if there is no

sidewalk) to the edge of the street.

The main purpose of a swale is to prevent
flooding by capturing rainwater runoff from
roads and properties and to naturally filter
pollutants that are washed from paved areas, i.e.

oils, chemicals, etc., before they enter our ground

water.

A properly maintained swale. Note that there are no cars
parked on the swale.

A poorly maintained swale. Note that the entire swale ar-
ea is compacted due to vehicle parking.

For more information on swales
and stormwater management,
call (954) 797-1115 or visit
http://www.davie-fl.gov/520/
Public-Works-Capital-Projects




It is normal for water to pond
temporarily between 24 to 48
hours in your swale area.

THREE FUNCTIONS OF A SWALE

. To Drain: Swales drain lots and roadways to
help keep them dry.

. To Retain: Swales slow the stormwater to
allow water to soak into the ground.

To Treat: Swales allow suspended solids and
pollutants to settle out of the water so
treatment is provided before it enters the
aquifer, canals, and lakes.




